
COURSE OUTLINE

(1) General
School: Social Sciences

Academic Unit: Geography

Level of studies Undergraduate

Course Code: GEO 321 Semester: E

Course Title: Geography of the European Union

Independent Teaching Activities Weekly Teaching
Hours

Credits

Lecture 3

Course total 5

Course Type: Required Elective

Prerequisite Courses: None

Language of Instruction and Examinations Greek

Is the course offered to Erasmus students: No

Course Website (Url): https://geography.aegean.gr/pps/index_en.ph
p?content=0&lesson=321

(2) Learning Outcomes

Learning Outcomes

The goal of this course is to explore the EU, its institutions and policies, providing a thorough and in-depth
understanding of the difficulties, dilemmas and challenges of the integration process. In this context, the
particularity of the southern European member states is highlighted and discussed.
 
In the theoretical part, the course examines the respective literature unearthing the vibrant debates that
structured  developments  in  the  EU,  from  the  treaty  of  Rome  to  current  monetary  union  impasses.
Subsequently, EU spatial policies are explored, the development of which is critically presented in light of
the contingent socio-political context. Particular emphasis is placed on the agricultural, regional and spatial
development policies.
 
In the seminars’ part, students are asked to choose and develop a relevant to the course theme that is of
interest to them. The organized presentation of these topics intents to involve students in a lively dialogue,
engaging them actively in the course. By the end of this course students would be familiar with the concrete
aspects and procedures of EU policies, also being capable το critically approach their goals.

General Competences

Search for, analysis and synthesis of data and information, with the use of the necessary technology1.

Working independently2.

Working in an interdisciplinary environment3.

Production of free, creative and inductive thinking4.

(3) Syllabus

https://geography.aegean.gr/pps/index_en.php?content=0&lesson=321
https://geography.aegean.gr/pps/index_en.php?content=0&lesson=321


Approaching the EU: Space, society and the economy.

European integration: from the Treaty of Rome to the latest Accessions Treaties.

The institutional and the political structure of the EU.

The Single European Act and the Maastricht Treaty.

The Common Market and the Monetary Union.

The creation of a European economic space and uneven regional development.

EU cohesion and convergence policies, centring on Greece and the Mediterranean.
The latest ‘enlargement’ wave: Central and Eastern Europe.

Spatial policy

Trans-European, Transportation and Telecommunications Networks.

Metropolitan centres and the role of Greek cities in the emerging European urban system.

Common Agricultural Policy.

Social policy.

(4) Teaching and Learning Methods - Evaluation
Delivery: Face-to-face.

Use of Information and
Communication Technology:

Teaching Methods: Activity Semester
workload

Lecture 39
Project 39
Non-supervised study 59
Performance evaluation/Exams 3

Course total< 140

Student Performance Evaluation

Tutor-guided coursework submitted at various stages during
term-time. Assignments allow students to demonstrate
knowledge and understanding on a focused part of the syllabus.
The final course assessment is based on the students' overall
seminar presence (preparation for each seminar, discussions
participation, quality of presentations), with a stronger
weighting (70%) given to a final written exam.
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